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CLUTON DURIG CLAUDIE'S THIF

Harlem is a neighborhood in New York City, and by the end of the 1920s, over
200,000 peop|e lived there. Clinton was a much smaller vi||oge, with less than
2,000 peop|e |iving in it by the end of the 1920:s. Despite their different sizes, both
|o|oces had a Fee|ing of communi’ry, with local businesses and Frieno”y neighbors.

There were boording
houses in Clinton from the
1800s through at least the
1960s. They were an
important housing option
for people all over the
country, including Harlem,
where Claudie lives in a
boarding house with her
Fomi|y.

Photo cou rtesy of the Clinton Historical Socie+y



DILACKE AWERICALS I CLINTON AID HADRLE

There were very few Black residents in Clinton in the 1920s, although Hamilton
College began to admit more Black students after World War .

C|ouo|ie, however, was surrounded by Black Americans in Harlem. Mony of the
residents of Harlem had come from the South, hoping to find better jobs and
opportunities in the North. They
were part of a movement
called the Great Migration. At
the end of Meet Claudie,
Claudie is emborking on a
journey to Georgia with her
mother to better understand
her roofs, and to see a p|oce

very diﬁ(eren’r from Hor|em.




ADTISTS

A Clinton Band was
reorganized in 1919, ofter the end
of World War |. Porter probably
would have enjoyed p|oying his
cornet in this groupl!

Music was an important part
of the Harlem Renaissance, which
is the name for the cultural

celebration and exp|oro’rion that

hoppened in Hor|em from ’r|’1e

H MEMORIAL DAY — 1919
]Q]OS-]QSOS |+ was a +Ime When First public appearance of the reorganized Clinton Band.
. . Front Row, left to right: Lynn C. Hamlin, Onyan, Charles B. Hamlin, Cornelius Stevens, Albert Stevens,
B |C|C|< a I’+I S+S O]C a | | l( N d S p resen +€ d Ivan “Duke” Armstrong, Edwin M, Tournay, W. Darwin Hamlin, Robert A. Tournay, Willard Terry, Byrle
Johnson.
i H Back Row, left to right: Carl Ellinwood, Marr, Ernest Marsh, Elbert B. uat_oon, Louis Sawner, Harry M.
+he Ir ex pe rrences as B |OCI( williams (director), Grant Fox, Gordon Frankiin, Joseph Searle, William Ris\ey,

Americons, H’TI’OU9|’] Photo courtesy of the Clinton Historical Socie+y

incredible literature, art, music, and more.



DIDFORIMAICE ODACES

Claudie is surrounded by all sorts of artists, inc|uo|ing musicians, painters, writers, and
dancers. At the end of Meet Claudlie, she is planning a variety show to help save the
boording house where her Fomi|y
lives.

In Clinton, the Scollard Opera
House opened in 1885 and was
located on West Park Row. Despite
its name, it wasn't reo||y a p|oce for
opera performonces. Instead, it was
a social center for the village. In the
1920:s, it hosted dances, meetings,

and films (both silent and, later, el - - -
’rc1|l<|ng) Photo courtfesy of the Clinton Historical Socie+y

- —

Claudie’s friends and Fomi|y would have enjoyecl showcosing their talents herel



IIEWSDADEDRS

In 1929, the Week|y newspaper was a major source of information for Clinton
residents. Claudie’s mother is a newspaper reporter for the Amsferdom News, which
began in 1909 and is still published today.

The Clinton Courier was
origino”y named the Clinfon
Signal and then the Oneida |
Chief but amidst all its
name chcmges, it remained
one of the |onges’r—ru nning
businesses in town, from
1846-2015.

In 1922, it was housed in o o °
building ot 1 Kirkland

/A\venue.




1 DAISDORTATION

Cloudie uses her scooter to get around Harlem. She and Jody take the train with Porter
to go see the baseball game in the Bronx, one of New York Ci’ry's boroughs. Claudie also
mentions the subwoy, which is a comp|ico’red network of underground train tunnels
stretching across New York City.

In the 1920s, buses and Jrro||eys were important parts of pub|ic transportation in Clinton,

Jroking residents o neorby towns and back again.



ICCESTED READIG

Easy Fiction

Because by Mo Willems (EASY WIL)

Parker Shines On: Another Exfraoro//nor)/
Moment by Parker Curry (EASY CUR)

The Me | Choose to Be by Natasha Anastasia
Tarpley (EASY TAR)

Harlem Renaissance /Darfy by Faith Ringgo|c|
(EASY RIN)

Juvenile Fiction

ZOfO O/?O/ Me: 7L/7€ CL//’S@C/ G/’OL//?O/ by TOI’]\//CI R

Simon (J Fiction SIM)

Juvenile Nonfiction

Harlem's Little Blockbird by Renee Watson (J B
Mills)

Harlem Stompl: A Cultural History of the Harlem
Renaissance by Laban Carrick Hill (J 810.989)

Legacy: Women Poets of the Harlem Renaissance
by Nikki Grimes (] 811.54 GRI)

Take o Ficture of Me, James Van Der Zeelby
Andrea J. Loney (J BIO VAN)

Sfory Painter: The Life of Jacob [ awrence by
John Duggleby (J 75913 LAW)

What Was the Harlem Renaissance?by Sherri L.
Smith (J 974.71)

Young Adult
lron Cast by Destiny Soria (YA Fiction SOR)
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